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Virginia Department of Transportation

OUTER CONNECTOR - NW Quadrant HISTORY (1993-2003)  abbreviated timeline

1993 FHWA approval is received for construction of I-95 Exit 136 interchange in Stafford County

The “Outer Connector” is conceived when VDOT/FAMPO/Stafford/Spotsylvania/Fredericksburg 

agree that a northwest bypass beginning at Exit 136 and should be studied as soon as possible

1994-1995 First and Second series of Citizen Information Meetings held resulting in three corridors added

1996-1997 Draft Environmental Impact Statement completed/signed by FHWA - Location Public Hearings

1998 Commonwealth Transportation Board selects Outer Connector Corridor #1

1998-1999 FHWA requests Supplemental EIS to evaluate ways to avoid battlefields and other resources 

resulting in four corridors added

2000-2002 Citizen Information Meetings, Draft Supplemental EIS published, Locations Public Hearings

Commonwealth Transportation Board Selects Corridor #1B as preferred alternative

Final EIS published, Citizen Information Meetings



Virginia Department of Transportation

OUTER 

CONNECTOR 

HISTORY
Exhibit from June 2001 

Location Public Hearing

Local Boards Vote:

Stafford Co. supports O.C.

Spotsy. Co. opposes O.C.

City of Fred’bg. opposes O.C.

2003



Virginia Department of Transportation

GEORGE WASHINGTON TOLL

ROAD AUTHORITY (2007-2012)

Proposed Fredericksburg/Stafford County Section

Proposed Spotsylvania County Section



Virginia Department of Transportation

GEORGE WASHINGTON TOLL

ROAD AUTHORITY (2007-2012) continued

2007 I-95 Access Study between Route 3 and the Rappahannock River completed 

2009 FAMPO adopted the 2035 CLRP, which included a new I-95 access point near

MP 131 and a new parkway from the new access point to Route 3 west

The Virginia General Assembly created the GWTRA to supplement public funds to 

construct the interchange and toll road

2010 The GWTRA and VDOT completed the I-95 Access Study and IJR

2011 VDOT and FHWA approved the GWTRA IJR and concurred that the proposed new 

access point is acceptable

2012 Resolution was passed by Spotsylvania County Board of Supervisors indicating

their withdrawal of support for the proposed toll road



Virginia Department of Transportation

FREDERICKSBURG AREA CONGESTION RELIEF STUDY - 2013

Fredericksburg Area Congestion 

Relief Study

Requested by CTB

To include all previous studies 

for I-95 congestion through the 

Fredericksburg Area, consider 

new alternatives, compare and 

evaluate a broad range of 

criteria, make recommendations 

(Baker)
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FREDERICKSBURG AREA CONGESTION RELIEF STUDY (2013)

RECOMMENDATIONS



HOW AN IDEA BECOMES A PROJECT
FAMPO POLICY COMMITTEE
MICHELLE SHROPSHIRE, P.E., DBIA
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How An Idea Becomes a Project…

• Identify issue/problem to be solved

• Initial concept or idea often derived from high-level planning 

document or study (VTrans, Pipeline, Corridor Study, STARS, 

etc…)

• Concept is incorporated into MPO’s LRTP, and CLTP

• Initiation of NEPA and traffic analysis

• Alternatives analysis to determine a preferred alternative

• Explore funding opportunities

• Design & Delivery



Virginia Department of Transportation



OUTER CONNECTOR (NORTHWEST QUADRANT) 

1993 FHWA approval is received for the construction of a new I-95 interchange in Stafford County near Rte 

627 

1993 VDOT/FAMPO/Stafford/Spotsylvania/Fredericksburg agree that a bypass in the NW Quadrant (beginning 

at Exit 136) should be studied as soon as possible 

Aug 1994 First Citizen Information Meetings held, corridors presented for comment (two new corridors added as a 

result of meetings) 

1995  Major Investment Study Team established 

July 1995 Second CIMs held, corridors presented, one more corridor added – Five corridors and a No-Build move 

forward for environmental evaluation  

1996-1997 Outer Connector Draft Environmental Impact Statement underway/completed 

Sept 1997 DEIS signed by FHWA 

Nov 1997 Location Public Hearings held 

Feb 1998 Commonwealth Transportation Board selects Corridor #1 – Final EIS begins 

June 1998 FHWA requests Supplemental EIS to provide add’l info 

1999 SDEIS evaluates ways to avoid battlefields and other resources – Four new corridors created, 1A, 1B, 4A, 

4B addressing concerns primarily in Spotsylvania County 

 

1999  City of Fredericksburg I-95 IJR Study completed (Volkert) 

April 2000 Citizen Information Meetings held to present new OC corridors 

2001  Outer Connector Northwest Quadrant Environmental Impact Statement published 



2001  CTB Selects Corridor 1B as preferred OC alternative, Location Public Hearing held 

April 2002 Citizen Information Meetings held to present final EIS 

Sept 2003 The Stafford County BOS voted 6-1 to continue funding of the OC 

Sept 2003 The Spotsylvania County BOS voted unanimously to remove support of further funding of the Outer 

Connector, at this time, favoring other projects 

Sept 2003 The Fredericksburg City Council voted unanimously to oppose the Outer Connector (a long-held 

position) 

 

GEORGE WASHINGTON TOLL ROAD AUTHORITY 

Nov 2007 I-95 Access Study (between Rte 3 and the Rappahannock River) completed (Wilbur Smith) 

January 2009 FAMPO adopts the 2035 CLRP, which includes new I-95 access near MP 131 and a new parkway to Rte 3 

west (toll option) 

April 2009 The VA General Assembly creates the GWTRA to supplement public funds to construct the interchange 

and toll road 

October 2010  The GWTRA and VDOT complete the I-95 Access Study and IJR (Baker) 

   

April 2011 VDOT and FHWA approve GWTRA IJR - concur that proposed new access point is acceptable 

January 10, 2012 Spotsylvania County Board of Supervisors passes a resolution indicating withdrawal of support 

for the proposed toll road 

RESOLUTION 2012-3 Resolution Expressing Concerns of the Spotsylvania Board of Supervisors Related to 

Development of the Potential George Washington Toll Road in Spotsylvania County… 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

THAT, because of the environmental, historical, conservation-related, cultural and quality-of-life 

concerns indicated, on behalf of the Spotsylvania community, the Spotsylvania Board of Supervisors at 

this time does not support moving forward with the connector road as proposed but will continue to 

support VDOT in seeking alternative solutions to alleviating traffic congestion on I-95 and the Rt. 3 

corridor, including the funding of other elements within the project to include Rappahannock I-95 bridge 

additions and improvements to the Rt. 3 interchange. 

 



 

FREDERICKSBURG AREA CONGESTION RELIEF STUDY 

2013 Fredericksburg Area Congestion Relief Study requested by CTB  Include all previous studies for I-95 

congestion through the Fredericksburg Area, consider new alternatives, compare and evaluate a broad 

range of criteria, make recommendations (Baker) 

 

2013  Recommendations included both the GWTRA and the OC-NWQ facilities. 

   

March 2015 I-95 IMR Improvements between Exits 130 and 133 completed (Baker) 
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